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How can we know where the syllable breaks are in words?

Here are some rules to help you:

· Words that have one consonant between two vowels can be divided into syllables into two ways. When you see a word that has one consonant between two vowels, first say the word and listen for the vowel sound.

[image: image3.wmf]LONG VOWEL- If the first vowel sound is LONG, divide the word AFTER the VOWEL. 

Examples:

bacon= ba-con

pilot= pi-lot
[image: image4.wmf]SHORT VOWEL- If the first vowel sound is SHORT, divide the word AFTER the CONSONANT that follows the vowel. 

Examples:
finish= fin-ish
salad= sal-ad

[image: image5.wmf]Double Consonants- Words that have a double consonant in the middle of the word, can be divided into syllables by breaking the CONSONANTS into two parts. 

Examples:

sudden= sud-den

tennis= ten-nis
[image: image6.wmf]Words with Endings- Words that have an ending, can usually be divided into syllables by breaking the word BEFORE the ending. 

Examples:

willing= will-ing
stylish=styl-ish
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